
ARB Minutes 1 July 18, 2018 

Minutes 

Architectural Review Board  

Village /Town of Mount Kisco  

Wednesday, July 18, 2018 

7:30 pm 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM, Wednesday, July 18, 2018 at the Municipal Building, 

Mount Kisco, New York by Chairwoman Andrea Eisenberg.   

 

Members Present:  Chairwoman Andrea Eisenberg  

    Heather Kornreich 

    Daniel Loughney  

Tatiana Olferiev 

     

Members Absent:             Josh Heinz 

 

Staff Present:  Patti Tipa, Board Secretary 

     

Staff Absent:  Peter Miley, Building Inspector 

 

Returning Cases: 

 

1. Celedonio Lopez    Case #ARB18-14 

116 Spring Street    Residential Addition 

Mount Kisco, NY  10549 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg called 116 Spring Street.  John Annunziata, architect; Celedonio Lopez, 

property owner, and Cindy Lopez, owner’s daughter appeared before the Board. 

 

Mr. Annunziata indicated that they made revisions based on the Board’s comments and adjusted 

the drawings showing the vent in the front and finished the siding.  He showed a color rendering to 

give a better idea of how this will look from the street. 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg asked if the proposed columns for the front of the house were white.  Mr. 

Lopez said they are white.  Mr. Annunziata said the columns will be architectural columns made of 

fiberglass – round rather than square.  Heather Kornreich raised some concern about having three 

columns with the middle one blocking a window.  She suggested adding one more column to have 

more balance and to clear the window.  Chairwoman Eisenberg asked if maybe two columns would 

work since the house is small.  Dan Loughney said if it is to scale, there is about 20’ across on the 

new porch so it would be approximately 5’ between columns.  The Board had a brief discussion 

about possibly using a smaller profile for the columns if there are going to be four columns.  There 

was agreement to use 4” x 4” square posts and clad them.  Dan Loughney asked about the left 

elevation and there intentionally being only one window. He asked if there was any interest in 

adding any more windows.  Mr. Annunziata said there is no window on the second floor for that 

elevation because a stairs and closet exist in that space. 

 

MOTION: 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg made a motion to approve the application with the adjustment 

that there will be four columns in front, 4” x 4” square, clad with trim to box out the 

posts to 5” x 5”.  Dan Loughney seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
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New Cases:   

 

1. Berliner Solar Panels   Case #ARB18-20 

80 Grove Street    Solar Panels 

Mount Kisco, NY  10549 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg called Berliner.  Stacie Varian and Kamil Gielita appeared before the Board. 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg asked about the sight line from the front of the street to the solar panels.  

She said it appears that the panels are mostly on the side of the home.  Stacie Varian showed the 

Board a rendering that showed the front view of the house.   The panels are located on the side 

and you will only see them when you are entering the street.  She pointed out photos of the home 

as well.  Dan Loughney asked if the panels are black.  Stacie Varian said the panels are all black.  

Tatiana Olferiev asked what the distance is from the ridge to the panels.  Stacy Varian said she 

didn’t have the exact dimensions but could provide them.  Chairwoman Eisenberg asked if they had 

done a similar installation elsewhere in Town.  Stacie Varian said maybe an installation was done a 

year prior but it didn’t not require ARB because the panels were not in the front of the residence. 

Chairwoman Eisenberg asked if there was anything unusual from this installation than others done 

in the past.  Kamil Gielita indicated that this would be a standard installation.  Chairwoman 

Eisenberg said the Board usually asks where boxes are going to be located.  Kamil Gielita said the 

meter boxes are going to be located in the rear of the house and will not be visible from the front 

at all.  The conduit will run up the back of the house and then connect to the panels.  The inverter 

will be located in the rear of the house as well. 

 

Motion:   

 

Dan Loughney made a motion to approve the application as presented.  Chairwoman 

Eisenberg seconded the motion.  All ayes. 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg suggested to the applicants that when they come back to the Board for a 

future approval to please bring a rendering of what the installation would look like on the house 

and also bring photos of any other installations they have done nearby that may be representative 

of what they are proposing. 

 

2. AutoNation     Case #ARB18-21 

250 Kisco Avenue    Façade changes 

Mount Kisco, NY  10549 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg called AutoNation.  Diego Villareale from JMC, Axay Patel with AutoNation 

and Byung Yu, architect appeared before the Board. 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg said what the Board would like to start with are the exterior changes that 

are proposed for the building.  Byung Yu said they are not changing the footprint of the building.  

He said BMW has a new image for the entire US.  They will be changing the finishes on this 

building.  He said the existing finish is a metal panel.  Byung Yu said they will be changing the 

finish to a white, synthetic stucco (EFAS).  He said it has an extra smooth finish and it does not 

require any reveals, which will give a super clean look.  Chairwoman Eisenberg asked if the building 

height would be the same.   Byung Yu showed the Board an existing elevation of the building.  He 

said the blue dots indicate that there will be some sort of modification.  The glazing will remain.  

Byung Yu said they will be changing a couple of panes of glass but they are going to match the 

layout and the glass finish of the existing building.  Heather Kornreich said it looks like there are 

going to be seams where panels come together.  Byung Yu said they are adding an eyebrow in the 
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front of the building where the glass is to mimic an overhang.  The eyebrow projects about 5-6 

feet.  He said you will not have seams.  It will be smooth. 

 

Byung Yu indicated that existing, natural stone on the building will remain.  He said the existing 

building has a round tower element.  He said BMW does not like round, so instead of demolishing 

it, they thought that similar to on modern buildings, there is typically a horizontal sun shade.  He 

said BMW is allowing them to provide a wide sunscreen corner.  He said the building is going to be 

behind this secondary structure, which will be all white horizontal sections made of metal.  He said 

the profile is 12” by 1” rectangular, which is very difficult to make a sample.  Chairwoman 

Eisenberg asked if this is the highest point of the building.  Byung Yu said yes, and this matches 

the existing height of the building.  Heather Kornreich asked if the cladding on the round part will 

match the new.  Byung Yu said yes because it is the same white that was there before.  He said 

they are keeping the existing finish. 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg said when she looks at this dimensionally, it doesn’t seem so prominent in 

one section but very prominent in another.  Byung Yu said it is because of the camera angle.  He 

said with the typical computer perspective, when you are too close to the building it’s called field of 

vision.  When you have a fish angle it seems more prominent.  He said they are trying to show a 

lot of the building.  When you are farther away that goes away.  He referred to an elevation that 

was more representative of the correct perspective.  Diego Villareale said this property also has a 

lot of landscaping so it is difficult to see from the street.  Byung Yu said if you check on the street, 

it is a lot less dominant than it looks on the elevations.  Diego Villarale said there are no site 

changes and all of the landscaping along the frontage, which was done several years ago, will all be 

maintained. 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg asked if there would be new signs on the building.  Byung Yu said the sign 

is new.  Chairwoman Eisenberg asked if it was compliant.  Patti Tipa said no signage has been 

reviewed for this property.  She said they will have to apply separately for signage review and 

approvals.  They will likely need some variances.  Byung Yu said they changed their standards on 

signage.  It looks the same but they hang from above.  Chairwoman Eisenberg asked if the 

entrance has changed into the building.  Byung Yu said they have changed the look of the 

entrance; the proposed entrance no longer has cladding around the door.  Chairwoman Eisenberg 

asked if there would be an AutoNation sign.  Alex Patel said for their high end stores, they do not 

market them as AutoNation. 

 

Tatiana Olferiev asked if there was a color sample for the railing.  Byung Yu said they do not but it 

is painted the same white to match the EFAS.  Chairwoman Eisenberg said she would not that on 

the drawing.  Tatiana Olferiev asked the color of the metal system.  Byung Yu said it is white and 

apologized for not doing a color rendering.  Byung Yu suggested noting that it has to be white to 

match the main building.  He asked if they could have an option on the railing to be either white or 

aluminum, which matches the existing storefront of the building and gives the GC a couple more 

options.  Chairwoman Eisenberg said she didn’t feel that could be left open without seeing a 

rendering of both.  Byung Yu said they would leave it white.  If there is a change, he said they 

would come back to the Board.  He said anything with the building has to be powder coated white. 

 

MOTION:  

 

Heather Kornreich made a motion to approve as noted.  Tatiana Olferiev seconded the 

motion.  All ayes. 
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Returning Conceptual Cases: 

 

1. Northwell Health   Case #ARB18-02 

Northern Westchester Hospital Sign Package – rebranding 

400 Main Street 

Mount Kisco, NY  10549 

 

This case is not appearing this evening. 

 

2. Modell’s/Party City   Case #ARB18-17 

154 (162) Main Street   Building Changes 

Mount Kisco, NY  10549 

 

3. Modell’s/Party City   Case #ARB18-18 

154 (162) Main Street   Signage 

Mount Kisco, NY  10549 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg called Modell’s/Party City.  Taylor Palmer, attorney with Cuddy and Feder; 

and Chris Rafaielli, architect appeared before the Board. 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg said the Board made some recommendations on the signs the last time this 

was presented.  She asked the applicants to bring the Board up to speed on that topic alone. 

Taylor Palmer said their presentation has not changed since they were before the Zoning Board of 

Appeals last night but they are considering comments.  He said there were no more new comments 

and the Zoning Board had identified that they had responded to the ZBA’s comments.  Taylor 

Palmer showed the Board the original signage proposal as well as their latest submission.  They 

have reduced the sign lengths so that now all signs on all elevations meet the Zoning code 

requirement for length and they fit within the building fenestration.  He said the Modell’s sign on 

the rear of the building will be channel letters without a backer board to be consistent with the 

Party City sign on the rear elevation.  They are still proposing these two signs to be raised to the 

upper elevation on the rear of the building.   Taylor Palmer said they also revised the renderings to 

include the existing site landscaping.  He said there will be some tree trimming.  He said they have 

also significantly revised the window treatments and where they are proposed on the building. 

Chairwoman Eisenberg said the ARB had recommended that the backers be removed from the 

signs and asked if that had happened.  Taylor Palmer said that was for the Green Street elevation.  

Dan Loughney said that was his suggestion.  Taylor Palmer said they had suggested that to their 

clients but were told that the signs would not be visible enough because there are five different 

colors for the Party City signs.  Dan Loughney said he was talking about all of the signs that had 

backers, not just the Green Street elevation.  He said he felt the logos would still be visible because 

of the colors.  Chairwoman Eisenberg said the Board would like to see that.  Taylor Palmer said 

they would bring that back to the client for a second round. 

 

Taylor Palmer said one suggestion was to put in a temporary installation of the window graphics.  

He said they are working with a local provider to have this done by the Planning Board meeting 

scheduled for next week.  He said in the interim, they prepared a photoshop rendering showing 

glazing on the tower, they left a front bay on Main Street totally open.  He said the windows next 

to the entry door will be glazed, which will be consistent with the tower.  Tatiana Olferiev asked 

about the windows on Green Street.  Taylor Palmer said the comments they received were for Main 

Street and not related to Green Street.  Dan Loughney said consistency is quite important so if the 

top bar of windows is glazed on one side of the building, and the structure wraps the corner, it 

would make sense to extend that around the corner.  Taylor Palmer said they could bring that 

comment back.  He said they have removed all window treatments from the Green Street side of 

the building.  Dan Loughney asked if on the renderings the green windows were the glazed 
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windows and the blue windows were clear.  Taylor Palmer said that was correct.  He added Modell’s 

has existing glazing on their windows currently.   

 

Taylor Palmer said the Board also asked about content of the signage.  He said they have taken 

photos of all the properties along So. Moger Avenue and Main Street to identify where their signs 

line up.  He provided the Board members with copies of these photos that were taken in July.  He 

pointed out that there is no content on their signs, only images.  He said there will be no business 

identification on their windows, only graphics that identify with the Party City brand.  Chairwoman 

Eisenberg said she is not sure of the purpose of all of these photos.  Taylor Palmer said part of it is 

because they are trying to identify whether or not the window treatments are signs, which is being 

handled by the Building Inspector and the Village Attorney for an interpretation or finding.   

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg asked if they had received any feedback on the busy-ness of these screens 

or shades as opposed as the clear windows, which reveals a lot of stuff to look at.  Chris Rafaielli 

said Party City, with the size of their product, gives a very busy windows.  Taylor Palmer said Party 

City modified their layout to be able to see into the store.  He said they could not modify the rest of 

it because of the function of the internal space to work.  Heather Kornreich asked if there was a 

reason why the balloon door is not centered still – it is still off centered.  Chris Rafaielli said the 

vestibule is flanked by their cash register/balloon display and the storage rack for the carts.  He 

said in order for them to have sufficient room without losing this piece of the floor, they have to 

have the vestibule not centered in the bay of the brick.  He said they adjusted the stone mullions 

to try and make it more symmetrical than it was before.  He said it’s not quite perfect but it does 

help it a bit.  He said the carts cannot leave the store, which is a condition of the Special Permit.  

Chris Rafaielli pointed out the rear stairs and elevator that both Party City and Modell’s will have 

access to. 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg said she wanted to go on the record to say she is not in favor of signs on 

the Green Street side of the building.  Taylor Palmer said the signs on Main Street and the rear of 

the building are location identification signs to show where to enter the stores.  He said the Green 

Street signs, the applicant finds necessary because of the approach to the building coming down 

Main Street.  At an intersection like this, it’s part a safety idea that you’re coming down the hill, 

you see the signs and you can make the turn to get to the parking area.  Once you see the Main 

Street signs, you are too far on Main Street.  He said you won’t see the signs from the rear unless 

you are on Green Street.  He added that both Zoning and Planning Board have not expressed 

issues with the Green Street signs but no action has been taken yet.  Tatiana Olferiev said she has 

a concern that the window screens on the Green Street side are not respectful to the Church across 

the street and would it be possible to just glaze the windows.  Taylor Palmer said they would bring 

the comment back to the clients.  They have removed the treatments from the tower on the 

corner.   

 

Taylor Palmer said the other application before this Board is the building alterations.  He asked if 

the Board could vote on the building changes, which involve a new entrance for Modell’s and Party 

City, removing the tower door and moving the old café door from Borders.  Chris Rafaielli showed 

the Board the changes.  Chairwoman Eisenberg said the Board had no issues with the exception of 

Heather Kornreich’s comment about centering the door.  Dan Loughney asked if the green 

aluminum framing on the storefronts is to match the peaks.  Chris Rafaielli said all of the aluminum 

system on the building is green now. 

 

MOTION: 

 

Dan Loughney made a motion to approve the application for exterior building changes 

contingent on Planning Board approval.  Heather Kornreich seconded the motion.  All 

Ayes. 
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Minutes:   

 

None 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:38 pm 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Andrea Eisenberg, Chairwoman 

/pat 

 


